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On Dec. 7, US President George Bush arrived in Venezuela for a 24-hour visit, the last stop on a tour
which included Chile, Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay. Students at the country's major universities in
Caracas, Maracay, Valencia, Maracaibo and Merida organized demonstrations on Dec. 6 to protest
the visit. At least eight persons sustained bullet wounds during confrontations between students
and police at the Central University of Venezuela (UCV) in Caracas. Fifty students were arrested In
Maracaibo, students set up street barricades surrounding the main university campus. In Merida, a
molotov cocktail was launched at the governor's palace, and several shops were looted. Education
Minister Gustavo Rossen announced Dec. 7 that universities and other educational institutions
would remain open, despite several violent incidents registered on the previous day. On Friday,
students in Caracas, Merida and Valencia once again staged demonstrations. The most violent
confrontations of the day took place in Merida, where one policeman was seriously injured, and
several students sustained minor injuries. In addition, demonstrators broke into a food warehouse
and set fire to two trucks. In Caracas, student spokespersons said they discovered that two National
Guard agents had infiltrated their organization. The special agents threw rocks at police with the
intent of provoking a confrontation. Student leaders also denounced the arrest of five counterparts
and a faculty member. UCV administrators called a press conference to protest the government's
decision to place the campus under police control. A total of 6,000 police officers were stationed at all
entrances to the campus. Student demonstrations in Valencia were peaceful. (Basic data from EFE,
12/07/90)
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